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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room at The Grange, on Monday March 1, 2010, at 7pm
MINUTES
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer – Chairman

Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman)
Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey

Coun. Brian Hollis                                                  
Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote (A)

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne (A)
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill 

Coun. Mrs Yvonne Purser                                            
Coun. Peter Robinson

Coun. David Smith                                                       
Coun. James Spencer

Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith (A) and Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore (A)

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner, grounds foremen Aidan Herrett and two residents.

1.
Apologies were received from Couns. Wally Smith, Graham Leigh-Browne, Mrs Georgia Moore and Ms Louise Laughton-Mote.

2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on January 11, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4.
Chairman’s Announcements The chairman, Coun. Mrs Spencer, commented on the decision by the committee to purchase coloured lights for an additional tree at Christmas and confirmed this had been the decision. Comment was also made on the possible closure of the pharmacy service at the surgery but she said it was a commercial decision and not one the parish council could intervene in.

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes The meeting was told that an additional stock of coloured Christmas lights had been purchased as requested and would be used on an additional tree in the grounds of Grange Hall. The 'spidery' deciduous tree near the corner adjacent to the council notice boards had been suggested as the one to be decorated because it could be seen easily from the village.  
 
6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.06pm to allow public participation.

A resident asked for an update on the council request for funding for new play equipment for the Valley Road play area. The clerk said the original date for Notts County Council to allocate funding had been changed and he understood the meeting had been held during the last few days although there was no news yet on its decision. The resident expressed some concerns on under age drinking in the area concerned and asked for members to be aware of the problems that arise.

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.13pm.

7. Council Owned and other Amenities 

Churchyard: A British Legion staff member had reaffirmed their belief that the church owned the wall between the British Legion and the churchyard. The council agreed to proceed with applying anti-vandal paint to the top of the wall before the lighter evenings. Although the church had not been able to clarify the question of ownership, the vicar was happy for the work to be carried out.  

Cemetery: The fir trees had been removed and replacement hedging had started to be planted. The trees acquired as a result of the A46 road widening scheme had also been planted. It was agreed the resiting of the water tap in the middle of the cemetery be carried out so that it would be nearer to the tarmac, next to the wreath bin. The office was asked to ensure that during the summer months when a staff member would be responsible for maintenance work in the cemetery cover be arranged to ensure holidays did not create a reduction in the work being carried out.

Grange Hall Grounds: The electric cable between street lamp posts 1 and 3 had failed and was to be replaced. The cable needed to be laid underground and at the same time provision was to be made for new cabling to relocate the CCTV monitor to the Police Control Point. Coun. David Smith would provide the office with information on the specification to be followed for the necessary work. Delivery of the see saw for the play area was due and should be installed shortly.  

Memorial Park: An attempt had been made to obtain three quotes for the edging and re-tarmacing work agreed but only one price had been received. Members felt the work planned was too extensive and it was agreed that a new specification be prepared using wooden sleepers instead of edging and other quotes sought. 

Cliff Top: Surplus trees had been planted and viewing galleries cleared of immediate brash. The chairman complimented the council staff for their work on the galleries. Work was now required on only one more of them.
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Grounds foreman Mr Herrett had cleared the Cliff Top brash to improve the general viewing aspect, but there were trees growing from the bottom of the cliff – Sycamore and Ash – that could be reduced or taken out to make further improvements. The meeting decided to leave the situation for the summer to see the impact of the improvements. 
Valley Road Play Area: Severn Trent Water was to start the work of replacing the existing pumping station on March 8. A bollard had been damaged at the entrance but would be replaced by a suitable gate as part of the Severn Trent work.

Bingham Road Play Area: ROTSA was to proceed with the work around the manhole cover, week commencing March 15.      

Wharf Lane Recreation Ground and Skate Park: The bench had been fixed in the Adventure Play area. The committee did not accept a suggestion that the 70 posts alongside the driveway preventing vehicles accessing the grassed areas should be removed. It was agreed that the grassed area around the posts could be sprayed to cut back its growth.

The Skate Park Committee needed to submit retrospective plans to the Borough Council to cover work done in the past and was also incorporating the current plans, which included the provision of a car park for about 20 vehicles, immediately off the bottom of Wharf Lane. The committee fully approved the plans but work was unlikely to begin before the end of April. The cost of the car park was to be funded by Nottinghamshire County Council. 

19 Rockley Avenue: The electrical inspection report on the bungalow identified a number of Category 1 recommendations and these had been attended to. Four quotations had been received for rewiring of the property, ranging from £2,960 to £3,990. The committee RESOLVED to accept the tender from DTW Electrical Services Ltd in the sum of £2,960. It was also agreed to proceed with replacement guttering, using suitable black plastic rather than existing cast iron. 

Twitchell: Once the cemetery hedge planting was completed the twitchell edge would be cleared of overspill soil, the work to be undertaken by council staff.

Village Centre: A complaint had been received from a resident concerning an increasing number of dog fouling instances on the walkway from Orford Avenue to the church, and was asking for more dog litter notices to be erected. The committee asked that the Rushcliffe Borough Council dog warden be kept informed and improved notices displayed.

Machinery: Following the decision at the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting of January 25, the Toro 3280 mower had been ordered and was now available for use. At the Amenities Committee Meeting on September 1 last year members approved the purchase of a flymo mower. This was not bought at the time, but as the council was now to maintain the cemetery a narrow machine was needed to cut between the headstones. Options had been researched and it was agreed to purchase a Husqvarna M 53S Pro or a Klippo Pro 21, which had the quality to serve for a number of years. The cost would be  £548.

Winter Bedding: Members discussed the need for a winter bedding programme and felt this was not necessary because often it did not provide the colour hoped for before its removal to allow for the summer bedding. The committee agreed to abandon the winter bedding regime, which would enable a longer and more meaningful summer bedding season. It was pointed out there would also be worthwhile cost saving. 

Donated Benches: A report to the meeting said that over the last 10 years the council had been able to accommodate parishioners’ requests for memorial benches at various places in the village – Rockley Memorial Park, the cemetery, The Grange grounds, the village itself and particularly Cliff Top with rustic benches. Other than using the Play Area of The Grange it was becoming difficult to find any more acceptable places. It was agreed that when parishioners ask to donate a bench it should be suggested that a stone or similar planter for the Rockley Memorial Park or The Grange grounds be considered. If the council was to have any additional benches in The Grange grounds, it should consider the use of durable reconstituted plastic types, similar to the one at the Adventure Play Area at Wharf Lane.

The meeting was told that an enquiry for a seat / bench to be erected in the village had been received just before the meeting started, from a gentleman in Loughborough.

8.
Health and Safety There was nothing to report. It was suggested there was a need to update the Health and Safety files. The clerk was asked to approach Rushcliffe Borough Council to ask for a copy of their current procedures.

9.
Correspondence There was no correspondence.

10.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc) The meeting was told that it was understood the Swimming Pool Association were receiving funding to allow a scheme to upgrade their dressing rooms.

11.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for April 12, 2010.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.05pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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