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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Trent Room at Grange Hall, on Monday January 11, 2010, at 7pm
MINUTES
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer – Chairman

Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman)
Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey

  
Coun. Brian Hollis                                                  
Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote (A)

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne 
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill (A)

                             Coun. Mrs Yvonne Purser                                            
Coun. Peter Robinson

                             Coun. David Smith                                                       
Coun. James Spencer

                             Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith and Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore (A)

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner, grounds foremen Aidan Herrett and 23 residents.

1.
Apologies were received from Coun. Mrs Penny Astill, Ms Louise Laughton-Mote and Mrs Georgia Moore. 

2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on October 26, 2009, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman after it was made clear that the decision under Item 7 Cemetery was to proceed with the removal of the boundary fir trees.
4.
Chairman’s Announcements               

Coun. Mrs Spencer said the festive lights display in the grounds of Grange Hall had been highly praised and had looked superb.   

She said Notts County Council was aware of the problems with the uneven footpath pavers near the bus stop outside Grange Hall and had attended promptly. They had agreed to carry out urgent investigations and effect repairs particularly as the initial work had been done less than one year ago. 

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes There were no items to raise.

6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes

Standing orders were suspended at 7.07pm.

A spokesman for residents attending the meeting in respect of the item concerning a hedge to be planted alongside the new cemetery railings accepted the council decision to remove the conifers. An invitation to appoint a small group of people to meet the council to discuss the type of replacement hedging to be planted was agreed.

The chairman confirmed that only the conifers were to be removed.

Members were asked to consider the matter of the use of the Cliff Top area for horse riding following the ending of the six-month trial period. The matter was an agenda item later in the meeting.

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.22pm.

7.
Council Owned and other Amenities 

Churchyard: The clerk reported that a British Legion staff member was to investigate the ownership of the dividing wall between their building and the church.  

Cemetery: Following the decision to remove the overgrown fir trees, two written quotations for their removal had been obtained. The Rushcliffe Borough Council recommendation was to plant a new hawthorn hedge to include a mixture of native evergreens such as pyracantha, berberis, natural privet, etc. It was also recommended that ornamental trees such as Flowering Cherry, Rowans, etc be planted along the hedge, every 8/10 metres. It was agreed a meeting of the Grounds Maintenance Sub-Committee be held and that the representative of local residents be invited to attend to discuss the hedge.    

The proposed layout of the new cemetery extension had been circulated. The paper exercise would provide an extra 206 grave spaces, which should last for a further 15/20 years. The gravedigger’s advice was to be sought to confirm this to ensure the most was made of the land available. The office was proceeding to have the ground consecrated and it was recommended that one third of the proposed grass matting path be carried out this year, completing this work over the next two years. The Finance and General Purposes Committee had approved the new cemetery wording restricting the size of future monuments and price recommendations from April 1, 2010. A copy was circulated to members.

The council’s own grounds team would maintain the cemetery this year, replacing the contractors, Ulyett Landscapes Ltd, saving an annual figure of £4,900. 
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Grange Hall Grounds: The floral badge had been removed and the area levelled and seeded. Quotations for work to be done to remove the tree root that was bringing up the tarmac in the drive were being sought.

The committee approved purchase of an additional see-saw item for the play area after they had been informed there was some £2,000 remaining in the budget for additional equipment. 

Memorial Park: Fencing has been erected as recommended by the working party. This would screen the polytunnel work area and improve security. Quotations for work to be done to remove the tree root that was bringing up the tarmac in the drive were being sought. Quotations were also being sought to edge part of the drive leading to the polytunnels as there was extensive soil erosion and potholes to be filled.

Cliff Top: Members were told that dog fouling had become more of a problem and it was agreed to issue a statement confirming the council would take action against any offender. Notices stating the council’s zero tolerance to the problem were to be produced and erected.  

The agreement to allow horses on Cliff Top expired on December 8, 2009, and members were asked to consider extending the permission. The clerk confirmed the council had received no complaints following the granting of the permission effective from June 8, 2009, but the chairman said she had. The meeting was told that Notts County Council and the Wyldecrest Properties and Radcliffe Park were happy to follow the council lead. It was agreed the permission for controlled use of the area by horses be extended a further six months to June 8, 2010.

 The committee discussed the need for attention to the area on Cliff Walk where a local resident had pointed out trees had died and had been removed a few years ago and it was agreed consideration be given to them being replaced.  

It had been suggested by a resident that views of the River Trent at the viewing galleries were obscured by trees that grow out from the cliff side. Outside contractors would need to be engaged to either take out unwanted sycamores or to shorten ash trees and it was agreed to get professional advice on the situation. 

Valley Road Play Area: Severn Trent Water was still to advise when it was to start the work of replacing the existing pumping station. The outline plan was “early 2010”.

Funding applications were completed by the deadline dates and the council was waiting to hear from Playbuilder and WREN. The bids totalled £40,000. The old matting under the swings and see-saw was slippery and it was agreed it needed to be attended to, but this work was part of the total project bid and a funding condition was that to start any of the work before funding was offered would result in an award disqualification. A decision from Playbuilder was expected very shortly.

Bingham Road Play Area: ROTSA had agreed to proceed with the improvements around the manhole cover and were to provide a work specification. The council had agreed to pay for the materials needed – estimated at £300. 

Wharf Lane Recreation Ground and Skate Park: Notts County Council had agreed to proceed with the additional car parking facilities before the end of March 2010. Post and rail down the drive was to be done as part of the winter workload – similar to the v-notch system around the Adventure Play Area.

Village Centre: The most attractive retailer Christmas Window Display winner was Homecraft Interiors, who would receive a cheque for £30 and the Butchers Block had received a special award of £10 for their entry. Both amounts of money would go to their nominated charities. 

Machinery: The Ransomes Bobcat Mower was purchased in 1991 and was getting towards the end of its economic life. Parts for the engine, blades, etc could still be obtained but the council had been warned that some body parts might become unavailable. Consideration was needed for its replacement and the council was mindful of the need to obtain a substantial machine for use in the cemetery now that it had been decided not to use outside contractors. The council has a £2,000 capital budget under spent this year and has not made any machinery purchases. There was a similar budget for 2010/11. It was agreed that members of the Grounds Maintenance Sub-Committee inspect a second hand ride-on machine that had been sourced by the office.
8.
Frequency of meetings 


In 2010 there would be eight Amenities Committee meetings that would be held every 6 weeks and this was accepted as being appropriate.

9.
Health and Safety

A periodic electrical inspection of the Wharf Lane pavilion had been carried out and major faults rectified. Other minor work would be done in the summer close season. Notts County Council had carried out repairs on the light columns down the drive, which were parish council responsibility. Initial examination of the electrical installation at 19 Rockley Avenue had indicated that a rewiring might be recommended. It was agreed quotations were needed so that consideration could be given.
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10.  
Christmas lights  

It was agreed that when new lights were purchased they should be multi-coloured. Members reviewed the present arrangements and considered that a further tree in the grounds of Grange Hall be added to those to be illuminated. The idea of the conifer at the entrance to the churchyard being decorated was also raised. Coun. Leigh-Browne said he would have liked to see trees in the village centre also being decorated but it was agreed the permission necessary for this was onerous and expensive. It was agreed to make further purchases of lights as suppliers were making good offers at this time.

11.
Winter workload

The handrail at Hallow Well on Cliff Top needed to be extended and it was agreed to have this work done.

12.
Correspondence There was no correspondence.

13.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc) 

Coun. Hollis reported on his attendance at a meeting of RoTSA. He asked for support for payment of a grant of £2,500 to the group for 2010. He said its chairman Ian Wroughton was quite willing to meet members of the council to explain their position and how they worked with their new organisation 4Recreation. It was agreed he be invited to meet the Finance and General Purposes Committee. A request had been made by the RoTSA committee for their minutes to be circulated to all parish council members and this was agreed.

Coun. Mrs Maughan reported the swimming club was still in need of more volunteers to ensure the pool could remain open.

The chairman thanked the grounds foreman for attending the meeting and giving advice to members.

14.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for March 1, 2010.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.37pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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