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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room at The Grange, on Monday April 12, 2010, at 7pm
MINUTES
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer – Chairman

Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman)
Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey

Coun. Brian Hollis                                                  
Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote 

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne (A)
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill 

Coun. Mrs Yvonne Purser (A)                                      
Coun. Peter Robinson

Coun. David Smith                                                       
Coun. James Spencer

Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith (A) and Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner and three residents.

1.
Apologies were received from Couns. Mrs Yvonne Purser, Wally Smith and Graham Leigh Browne.
2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on March 1, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman after it had been pointed out the committee had requested the new Toro mowing machine to be used for all suitable grass cutting work.
4.
Chairman’s Announcements               

Coun. Mrs Spencer reported receipt of a petition in regard to opposition to horse riding on the Cliff Top area.

She commented on the pleasing appearance of the Grange Hall grounds. She requested the position of winter bedding being discontinued be looked at again, particularly in Grange Hall grounds.

The chairman announced that she would not be standing for reelection for the position in May, having then completed six years in office. Coun. Mrs Moore moved a vote of thanks to Coun. Mrs Spencer.

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes.

The funding application by the council to the Play Builder Scheme in respect of a proposed improvement project for the Valley Road play area had not been approved and as a consequence the additional application to WREN had also been turned down. It was suggested that Mr Dave Barton should be approached to assist with the very time consuming and complicated work on any future funding applications.

Council staff had carried out the work to apply anti-vandal paint on the top of the wall between the churchyard and the Royal British Legion, who had sent a letter of thanks. 

6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.10pm to allow public participation.

The matter of horse riding on the Cliff Top was raised. Mrs S Stevenson, the organiser of the petition, which opposed the council decision, was in attendance.

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.25pm.

7. Council Owned and other Amenities 

Churchyard: Concerns were expressed over the condition of the churchyard wall, which was the responsibility of the parish council following the request by the church to take over the running of the area around the church. It was proposed there should be a six monthly meeting with representatives of the church, with the committee chairman, vice chairman and Coun. Hollis involved.

Cemetery: Replacement hedging had been planted and the grassed area was to be seeded. There was the need for preparation work to the ground where the trees had been removed in order that the seeding could proceed. 

Rushcliffe Borough Council had not agreed to the provision of a large skip bin in the cemetery, and had instead provided three green bins free of charge. It was felt the refuse that would be put into the bins would not be entirely compostible and therefore unacceptable for the green bin collection and the clerk was asked to request the bins to be exchanged for gray ones.

It was confirmed that the grounds operative Primo Rose was expected to work in the cemetery three days a week to undertake the maintenance there.
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Grange Hall Grounds: The underground electric cable between Street Lamp Posts 1 and 3 had been replaced and the lights were working normally. The CCTV cable trunking had been laid and a visit from the CCTV company to change the cable run to the Police Contact Point had been organised. Installation of the see-saw for the play area was complete. A number of comments from residents criticised the suitability of it for young children.  

Memorial Park: It was agreed that the council groundsmen should undertake work to improve the condition of the driveway. 

Electricity Consumed: The amount spent for electricity at The Park at February was £630 net of VAT against a budget of £400. The bill was for all power used there, lights, security lights and heat and the greenhouse. In July last year British Gas imposed a large increase at the expiry of the two-year contract. This resulted in an increase in the price of pkw hour from 10.85p to 14.13p. In addition a daily standing charge was imposed of 56.8p per day.
Units consumed: For 2008/2009 year the council had used 4448 units in total and the following 12 month period 4613, a difference of 165, an increase of 3.7per cent which considering the exceptional cold winter had to be acceptable.

Members expressed some concerns over costings and it was felt the office should do its best to investigate the position to ensure the best deals were being obtained. 

Cliff Top: A petition was handed in at the parish meeting signed by 49 people. Only 21 had addresses. Those signing were opposed to the proposal to allow the Cliff Walk area to be used as a bridle footpath. The clerk pointed out the council was not proposing this and did not need to in order to allow horses on it. The matter would be on the agenda for the next meeting when the committee would be asked to consider whether or not the second six months permission already given and which would expire at the end of June was to be continued.
Valley Road Play Area: Severn Trent Water had started the work of replacing the existing pumping station. 

It was planned to remove the old matting from under the play equipment and replace it with some grass matting and grass seed.

Bingham Road Play Area: RoTSA had completed the work around the manhole cover. The play area had been picked clean of stones. 

The council was still awaiting the return of the signed lease from RoTSA – initiated in 1995 – and had been asked by ROTSA to reimburse its current legal costs of £500 for having the lease redrawn. The office declined this request on the basis that the original legal bill was paid in 1995 and the meeting supported the action.

Wharf Lane Recreation Ground and Skate Park: The car park plans should be approved shortly so that work could start. Following the recent Football Liaison meeting, quotes were being obtained for electrical rewiring of the pavilion. The Football Club had been asked to deal urgently with the site clear-up work.    

The committee agreed that fir trees running down the track to the pavilion should be reduced in height and noted that the owner at 7 Wharf Lane — the neighbour — had requested for the height of each tree to be limited to 10 feet. Quotations for the work were being sought.
19, Rockley Avenue: The agreed rewiring was due to be carried out this month. The office was asked to approach another contractor to carry out work on replacement guttering to the property if the current firm who had been approached could not proceed quickly.
Twitchell: The weeds under the fencing and in the twitchell alongside the cemetery were to be sprayed this month.
Village Centre: The weeds would be sprayed off this month. The clerk was asked to approach the County Council in regard to work urgently required to improve Vicarage Lane, including clearing of the drains.

8. 
Health and Safety 

It was confirmed that a meeting would be held to undertake risk assessments for office and ground staff.

9.
Correspondence

The clerk was asked to write to local resident Mr R Morley of 8 Church Close, who had asked for trees in Vicarage Lane to be reduced in height in an attempt to prevent crows nesting there, that this would not have the desired effect, as crows would continue to nest in smaller trees.

Notts County Council’s Local Improvement Scheme confirmed the successful proposals for village centre landscaping works and a second scheme for repaving the area opposite The Grange. The County Council had received 180 applications for inclusion in the new scheme and advised that both Radcliffe projects had been accepted.
The chairman proposed that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and it was agreed.
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10.
Staffing Issues 

Members requested the council call a meeting of the Personnel and Wages Review sub committee be held to discuss various staffing matters. The meeting would take place during the daytime. The clerk pointed out it was necessary to give the required legal notice before a meeting could be held. It was also suggested the sub committee should meet up to four times a year.

11.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc)

Coun. Hollis reported on the Annual General Meeting of RoTSA and said after many years Mr Mick Brown had stood down as vice chairman and had been replaced by Mr Andrew Royce. Coun. Mrs Maughan reported the Annual General Meeting of RoTSPA was to be held on Monday April 19.

12.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for May 24, 2010.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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