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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room at The Grange, on Monday July 19, 2010, at 7pm
MINUTES
Coun. Dave Smith – Chairman 

Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman) 


Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey
Coun. James Spencer

Coun. Brian Hollis (A)                                         
Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote 

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne 
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill (A)

Coun. Peter Robinson (A)
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer.

Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith (A) and Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore  

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner and one member of the public. 

1.
Apologies were received from Couns. Wally Smith, Brian Hollis, Peter Robinson and Mrs Penny Astill. The meeting was told that Coun. Hollis had been admitted to hospital.

2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on May 24, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4.
Chairman’s Announcements               

The chairman made comment on the appearance of the cemetery and said it was a credit to the staff concerned. He said there had been similar comments made to him by former grounds foreman Jim Lambert. There were concerns expressed on the difficulties of parking on Vicarage Lane and the fact that this at times made it impossible for a large vehicle such as a fire engine to get down.

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes
 

A site meeting had been arranged with Notts County Council in regard to the blocked drains on Vicarage Lane. No confirmation had so far been received from Notts County Council in regard to the use of lamp standards in the village for floral displays and therefore they remained mounted. The necessary licence form had been completed and returned to them.

6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.07pm.

The question of excessive and poor parking on Vicarage Lane was raised and fears expressed that an ambulance or fire engine could not reach the sheltered housing units. A resident expressed support for the council’s efforts to deal with the situation. 

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.10pm.

7. Council Owned and other Amenities 

Churchyard: The council was still waiting to get a suitable meeting date with representatives of the Parochial Church Council. The meeting was reminded that when the original agreement was made for the parish council to undertake the work there had been an agreement for the church to have a working party in place to assist in various tasks.

Cemetery: Two large wheeled waste bins had replaced the rubbish containers and were emptied regularly by Rushcliffe Borough Council. Site concreting was being done to create a path to the recently moved tap. The office had received many complimentary remarks on the excellent appearance of the cemetery.

Grange Hall Grounds: The carnival committee once again had the use of The Grange grounds facilities on 10 July. The tarmac entrance drive to The Grange had deteriorated and the office attempts to get an interested contractor to quote for the work had not been successful. It was suggested that contact be made with McLoughlin Paving of Shelford who undertook such work.

The clerk reported an incident in the grounds the day prior to the meeting when some 40 adults and youngsters turned up for a picnic and set themselves up in the grounds near the play equipment. There had been no undue problems with the adults until it had been reported at least three men had been seen urinating in the grounds once the public toilets had closed at 4pm. The youngsters –about 20 of them – had not been easy to deal with and when asked by John Spray or the clerk to move from the doorway of Grange Hall where they had been sitting on the ground, they had refused. The grounds close at 8pm and the signs say that. The main party had cleared up the rubbish behind in the area where they had been sitting and playing football but during the four or so hours they had been on site the youngsters had created a mess. Coun. Mrs Spencer said she felt the council should welcome use of the grounds for such purposes as this had been. It was pointed out the council did not have any byelaws to enforce its rules.
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Memorial Park: The deputy clerk said that the council had contacted local undertakers in regard to the question of ashes being buried in the park and said that they have accepted that while this practice had not been banned it was not to be promoted.

Cliff Top: It was suggested that the area needed a more frequent sweeping operation to keep it looking tidy.

Valley Road Play Area: The Severn Trent Water replacement pumping station had been completed and the existing one would be demolished shortly. It was expected the site would be cleared and restoration work done in the next few weeks. Coun. Mrs Spencer expressed concern on the difficulty faced by people pushing wheel chairs on a new shale-type pathway provided as part of the scheme. Members agreed to visit the site to judge for themselves.

Bingham Road Play Area:  ROTSA had now signed the land lease agreement first issued to them in 1995.
Wharf Lane Recreation Ground and Skate Park: A new quotation to reduce height of conifer and laurel hedge bordering No 7 Wharf Lane to 10ft and trim nearside had been received for £500. Other quotations were greater and accordingly the council had instructed the work to be done. 

Pavilion: Because of the prohibitive cost of replacing the trace heating, consideration was given to the proposition from Howard Ward Associates that the replacement heaters all have frost stats control so that with a well-insulated roof space trace heating was not required. The scheme was discussed with the chairmen of Amenities and Finance and General Purpose Committees and in view of the urgency in having the work done before the start of the football pre-season, a decision was taken to proceed. The entire work had been done at a cost of approximately £6,500, compared with the council’s initial estimate of £8,000, to have the trace heating replaced. In addition, part of the water-damaged plaster ceiling had been reboarded and insurers plus Radcliffe Olympic Football Club’s policy excess of £250 covered this cost.

An asbestos survey, a statutory requirement, was needed before the work started at a cost of £545 + VAT and this had disclosed the presence of asbestos in four places – roof fillets, damp proof course, coating to window lintel and gaskets to water heater. The council has a duty of care to provide this information to all people who were engaged to work on the premises in the future, and the survey needed to be checked every 12 months.

The football club contractors had not yet removed the surplus soil created when they constructed the stand. The council had offered to get it removed at the football club’s expense and as no reply had been received, the office was asked to get the work done and invoice the football club for the costs. A meeting of the Football Liaison Sub-committee was requested.

19, Rockley Avenue: The double-glazing work had been satisfactorily done and this completed the agreed work for the property. An asbestos survey, a statutory requirement, had disclosed asbestos in the gas fire. The grounds foreman had agreed that when the next annual safety inspection was done the heater could be removed which would avoid having the appliance checked annually, the current cost for which was £40.

Twitchell: It was reported that Rushcliffe Borough Council had recently attended to the area with a mechanical sweeper but regular attention was needed.
Village Centre: The meeting agreed that the centre of the village looked tidy. The condition of three chestnut trees at the side of Main Road was to be checked.
8. 
Machinery

At the last full Council meeting members were appraised of the difficulties experienced with the newly acquired Toro mower and the council had approved the return of the machine to the suppliers with full refund on the basis that the Husquvarna mower currently on loan was purchased for a further £3,000, payable in April 2011 – the next financial year. The committee agreed that the new machine should be used in the grounds of Grange Hall but not on the sloping area or on the front area.

9.
Notts County Council – delivery of local services

A letter outlining services that Notts County Council could offer to a parish council if it wished to take them over was discussed. There was agreement that if any duties could be undertaken without the necessity of employing additional labour it could be considered.

10.
Rushcliffe Borough Council – Small Environmental Improvement Schemes Programme 2010/2011

The committee considered that the council should apply for oak trees, one of which would need to be other than a sapling, for siting on the Wharf Lane play area and the other at the Valley Road area.
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11.          Health and Safety  
There was nothing to report other than to confirm that Mrs Sue Spray, the hall caretaker and who had undertaken the necessary training, was called on from time to time to give assistance to people using the hall and indeed in the village.

12.
Correspondence 

There was no correspondence.

13.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc)

It was reported that the headmaster of Dayncourt School Mr Tim Mitchell had asked to join the RoTSA committee.

The swimming pool was currently closed to allow for the refurbishment work planned there to be carried out.

14.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for September 13, 2010.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.22pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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