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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room at The Grange, on Monday May 24, 2010, at 7pm
MINUTES
Coun. Dave Smith – Chairman (A)

Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman) in the chair


Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey
Coun. James Spencer

Coun. Brian Hollis                                                  Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote (A)

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne 
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill 

Coun. Peter Robinson
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer.

Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith and Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore (A) 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner, grounds foreman Aidan Herrett and four residents.

1.
Apologies were received from Couns. Dave Smith and Mrs Georgia Moore.
2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on April 12, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman.

4.
Chairman’s Announcements 

The acting chairman gave thanks to former chairman Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer for her work during her six years in office.             

There had been another incident of vandalism in Rockley Memorial Park at the weekend, on Friday night, when a group of five young people had kicked in a whole panel of the fence between the park and the next-door neighbour. That was not the first time that had happened. The foreman was asked to report any such incidents immediately to the police.

A delivery vehicle had caused damage to the cycle shed in The Grange grounds last week. The firm concerned would be carrying out the repairs.

The planter in front of the Chemists shop had been cleared of flowers etc and following that after two days of excessive heat a call had been received to say it was smoldering. The peat filled planter had been very hot and the lack of any sign of paper or matches gave the impression it must have been heat combustion that had caused the problem.

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes There was nothing to report.

6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters


Standing orders were suspended at 7.06pm.

Matters discussed included the continuing need for improvement to both the drainage and surface of Vicarage Lane with the clerk saying he had written to Notts County Council’s Highways Department and had copied in Coun. Mrs Kay Cutts to the correspondence and the use of Cliff Top for horse riding by members of the Shelford and Newton Toll Ride group. Points of view both for and against that use were put forward. The clerk pointed out that the trial permission, which had been in operation for 11 months, was due to end in June. The chairman agreed to deal with item 8 on the agenda next.

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.21pm.

8.
Horse Riding on Cliff Top

The clerk said a number of representations had been received on this matter both for and against the decision to allow members of the Shelford and Newton Toll Ride group the use of Cliff Top to safely reach their destination of the Toll Ride route. He said a petition that had previously been handed in had erroneously claimed the council was planning to create a bridleway.  

None of the objections received involved complaints over any incidents. Currently the council was allowing use of the Cliff Top on a trial basis and the period of the permission would end in June. 

Coun. Wally Smith proposed and Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne seconded a motion that permanent permission be given to the Toll Ride group members to make use of the Cliff Top and that signs be erected saying this. Voting was 4-4 with one abstention. The chairman used her casting vote to support the proposal.
7. Council Owned and other Amenities 

Churchyard 

It had been suggested to the church that the proposed joint meeting between council and church representatives should be held at the end of June on a suitably convenient date.
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Cemetery

It was reported the Borough Council had second thoughts in regard to the situation of waste bins in the cemetery and discussions were progressing over the charging arrangements to have either one or two large wheeled waste bins there. The chairman remarked on the neat and tidy appearance of the cemetery.   

Grange Hall Grounds
The surface of the old wall between the cemetery and The Grange grounds was badly eroded, as was the soil retaining wall in the car park. The office was seeking advice on how the problems could be solved in the long term.
One of the older children’s swings in the play area had become insecure where it joins the frame. Council groundstaff had successfully repaired it.
 The office was continuing to receive complaints that the new see-saw in the grounds at The Grange was not suitable for purpose, and there was no movement action if two small children make use of it. It takes a heavy youngster or an adult to introduce a see-saw action. 

 The council had been informed by the manufacturers the see-saw was aimed at the 7 – 12 years age group. Currently it was not serving a useful purpose for the vast majority of the users of the area because they were all fairly young. It was felt more time should be allowed for use of the apparatus to see if it became less stiff.

The cabling work in the grounds had been completed in connection with the relocation of the CCTV system from the office at Grange Hall to the Police Contact Point. The screens etc were now in the Police Control Point.

It was agreed that a notice be displayed in the council notice board advising residents that polyanthus plants would be available for collection once the flower beds in the grounds had been cleared.

Memorial Park 

The committee considered a request to review the long-standing council practice of permitting the interment of cremated remains in the borders in the park. The meeting was told the practice had been in operation for well over 30 years and there had never been a complaint logged until one recently raised. It was agreed that the local undertakers be asked not to highlight the area as one being suitable for the burial of ashes. It was agreed an item on the history of Rockley Memorial Park be included in the council’s quarterly Newsletter. 

Vehicles were to be discouraged from entering the park by use of a bollard. It was noted that the Wollemia Nobilis Pine had not survived the winter and members were advised that the parishioner who had donated this had offered to have it replaced.
Cliff Top: Nothing further was raised.

Valley Road Play Area: The Severn Trent Water replacement pumping station should be completed by the end of June.  The council was to receive £5,000 in connection with the sale of the land on which the pumping station was being constructed.

The old worn matting under the play equipment had been removed and disposed of and the replacement grass matting work was in progress. The office was currently looking at other means of funding a scheme for new equipment and Mr Dave Barton would assist in submitting an application.

Bingham Road Play Area
Progress had now been made with ROTSA in respect of the signing of the land lease agreement first issued to them in 1995 and it was expected this would be drawn to a conclusion shortly.
Wharf Lane Recreation Ground and Skate Park
Two quotations to reduce the height of the conifer and laurel hedge, bordering No 7 Wharf Lane, to 10ft and trim nearside had been received and were being considered by the office.

Pavilion 

Quotations had been received for the work to rewire the pavilion and the meeting was told there was a window of opportunity during June – pre football season. The quotations received had been £3,125, £3,427 and £2,720 and the committee favoured accepting the most competitive figure, which was from DTW Electrical Services Ltd.
The quotations excluded work on the trace heating in the roof space, which was a specialist job. Cross Electrical specialize in trace heating and had said that the earth fault could not be repaired and the existing system was very old, as was the old hemp insulation, and its quotation was discussed at the meeting. The council was seeking alternative quotations for the trace heating work.

The three heaters in the pavilion were old and defective and needed to be replaced when the work was done and there was a request from the football club for two additional wall heaters for the kitchen and match officials’ room. The total cost to complete all this work was likely to be approximately £8,000. In principal, the work was agreed to be necessary and it was agreed unanimously the office consult with the chairman and vice chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and of the Amenities Committee to allow progress on the matter.
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The football club contractors had not yet removed the soil. The office had offered to get it removed at the football club‘s expense and a response to this was awaited.

19, Rockley Avenue: The rewiring and gutter replacement work had been completed as a 2009/2010 expense. Extra labour costs of £870 had been incurred following the rewiring in order to replace damaged kitchen tiling, box in pipes, replace plinths and other water damaged wood. A leaking radiator needed to be replaced to complete the internal works. There was a £1,500 budget for these premises. Concerns were expressed that the initial specification for the work had not been complete.

Five quotations were received to replace the front bay windows and door. Contractor A: £2,211; Contractor B: £1,980; Contractor C: £2,290; Contractor D: £2,542; Contractor E: £2,229. A sum of £2,000 had been accrued in 2009/2010 accounts to pay for this work. The committee was told this would then conclude the identified work. After further discussion it was agreed that Tender E in the sum of £2,229 from Trent Valley Window and Door Company be accepted.

Twitchell
It was noted the area was tidy and that weed spraying had been carried out.

Village Centre
It was noted that the weed spraying operation had been completed.

9. 
Health and Safety

The meeting was told that a meeting was planned shortly for the Health and Safety Group.

10.
Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

11.
Staffing Issues 

The clerk said plans were in hand for a meeting of the Wages and Personnel subcommittee.

12.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc)

Coun. Mrs Maughan reported on the RoTSPA meeting and said plans were in hand for a refurbishment scheme. It was due to start in July. Takings for public use had shown an increase in the last year.

Coun. Mrs Spencer said that the Dayncourt School headmaster Mr Tim Mitchell had requested a position on the management group at RoTSA.

13.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for July 19, 2010.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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