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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room at The Grange, 

on Monday November 29, 2010, at 7pm
Coun. Dave Smith – Chairman 

                       Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan (vice chairman) (A)


Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey (A)
Coun. James Spencer (A)

Coun. Brian Hollis                                         
Coun. Ms Louise Laughton-Mote (A)

Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne 
Coun. Mrs Penny Astill 

Coun. Peter Robinson
Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer

Ex-officio: Couns. Wally Smith and Mrs Georgia Moore (A)

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, deputy clerk Bill Banner, grounds foreman Aidan Herrett and four residents.

1. Apologies were received from Couns. James Spencer, Ms Louise Laughton-Mote, Mrs Georgia Moore, Mrs Janet Maughan and Mrs Sarah Bailey.
2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on October 11, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4.           Chairman’s Announcements
Coun. Dave Smith praised the council workforce for the current progress in the winter list of tasks to be undertaken following which Coun. Wally Smith complimented the men for excellent work on the refurbishment of the public seat near to the golf club. 

5.
Clerk’s report on items arising from these minutes

A number of activities have been planned at Platform 29 on Station Terrace as part of the effort to make people aware of the shops there and on December 4 members were invited to a ‘Christmas on the Terrace’ event when all businesses on the terrace would be involved. 

Coun. Mrs Spencer reported she had contacted a sign writer who was willing to undertake work for the council in Rockley Park.
6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.06pm.

A resident raised ongoing concerns on Vicarage Lane because of inconsiderate parking. The clerk said that the Fire Service was to check the situation for itself. The council was being asked to contact the Ambulance Service for its comments.

Problems caused by parked vehicles on Main Road adjacent to the parish church were raised. Motorists parking on the pavement on the corner made it necessary for residents to walk on the road if they had pushchairs or were travelling on motorised vehicles. The clerk was asked to contact the police and to include an article in the next parish newsletter.

A resident asked for consideration to be given to allowing use of the council greenhouses by the Great Green Garden Group. As the matter was already on the agenda, it was agreed that the item be brought forward for immediate discussion.

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.22pm.

7. Council Owned and other Amenities 
Memorial Park: An approach had been made to the council from the newly formed Greening Project Great Green Garden Club for it to make use of the greenhouses at Rockley Memorial Park. The committee felt it would not be practical to allow use of the greenhouses because of regular intermittent use by the council.

Churchyard: The Parochial Church Council had decided to proceed with the replacement of the damaged bench with an I-plas bench similar to the one recently installed at Wharf Lane. An application for a Nottinghamshire County Council Local Improvement Scheme grant had been submitted for the refurbishment of the churchyard wall. Concerns were expressed over the number of advertisement signs that had appeared in the churchyard. Deputy clerk Bill Banner said he had raised the matter with the church council.

Cemetery: Work was to proceed with the reduction and shaping of the yews and cherry trees – the reduction would be to about 10/12 ft. The overgrown laurel bush had been removed, so providing extra burial spaces for future use. Plans were progressing with the consecration of the burial land extension, but Church of England protocol has to be followed, involving the presence of the Bishop, Registrar and Archdeacon, plus the payment of a fee. 

Grange Hall Grounds: An estimate for re-rendering the cemetery wall and to build an additional single brick wall around the car park had been received for discussion. It was agreed that new quotations were to be sought to repair the existing brickwork of the cemetery wall and for a rendered block wall to be built around the car park. Following tree root damage, repairs to the tarmac drive near to the main entrance had been completed. 
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Cliff Top: An application for a Nottinghamshire County Council Local Improvement Scheme grant had been submitted for the resurfacing of Cliff Top path. Slack Hollow: Atkins had been commissioned by the Environment Agency to do ground investigation work by Stoke Weir. They were to design a fish pass at the weir, and the ground investigation work had been completed to enable them to do the detailed design work. The meeting agreed not to further the enquiry in respect of the brush attachment for the Husqvarna mower. Coun. Hollis raised concerns on dangers caused by the condition of the footway at the twitchell. Deputy clerk Bill Banner said the ownership of the route was in the hands of adjacent neighbours.
Valley Road Play Area: Funding for Valley Road Play area: Grounds maintenance members had attended a presentation by Groundwork Greater Nottingham who was offering to draw up landscaping plans, submit funding applications, negotiate with suppliers and oversee the development of the Valley Road play area. An initial fee payment of £2,750 would be required for it to start the work and as the funding applications to be submitted would include its total fee requirement, it was possible for the entire fee requirement to be recovered. The presenter said the company was confident that it could access funding from a number of different sources. The committee was told there was a play equipment budget of £10,000 running through 2011/2012. It was agreed the working party meet again to review the plans made last year and arrange a site visit to determine what was required for the area concerned.

Rushcliffe Borough Council funded tree planting: Species and locations had been agreed in consultation with Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan.

The quotation for the removal of the chestnut tree had been referred to local resident Mr Smedley, following his request for its removal.
Bingham Road Play Area: The clerk reported a complaint he had received in regard to late usage of the area had been forwarded to RoTSA.
Wharf Lane Recreation Ground, Skate Park and Pavilion: The clerk was asked to progress a nomination by the council for designation of the Wharf Lane Sports Field for the Queen Elizabeth II Field project, being introduced by Fields in Trust, a wing of the National Playing Fields Association.

Work to remove the dead trees had been completed and overhanging tree branches removed from behind the pavilion. Following the insurer’s survey of play equipment, quotes had been obtained to make good the faults identified, including the repair/replacement of the rubber tiles at the multi-sports unit and it was agreed to proceed with the work.

Pavilion heating: Over the weekend, the tank in the loft area had become frozen and the football club had difficulty in getting hot water to all outlets. Discussion had taken place with the contractor who had agreed, without cost to the council, to “tent” over all the items in the loft with 150mm of Rockwool lagging, along with installation of a heat access vent in the ceiling to allow warm air to circulate under the tent.

19, Rockley Avenue: There was nothing to report.
Twitchell: The committee was told there was a need for leaves to be cleared.
Village Centre: There was nothing to report.
8.
Amenities Budget 2011 / 2012 

This had been included in the council budget for the F & GP Committee meeting due to be held the following week.

9.
Health and Safety 

A full Risk Assessment had been completed involving Couns. Mrs Janet Maughan and Mrs Penny Astill, including review of COSHH requirements. No new major risks had been identified. In discussing First Aid Training for the staff, the meeting was told that consideration was being given to the council organising seminars using professional speakers on various subjects and opening these for attending by paying representatives from other organisations in the area. It was agreed to include an article in the next newsletter about the availability of defibrillators in the village.

10.
Winter workload 

Good progress had been made in completing tasks agreed at the recent grounds maintenance meeting with the ground staff. The grounds foreman was complimented on the amount of tasks so far completed.

11.
Reports from Councillors representing Council on outside bodies (ROTSA, ROTSPA, etc) There were none.

12.
Date of Next Meeting was confirmed for January 24, 2011.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date  …………………………………….
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