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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held in the Radcliffe Room, The Grange on 

Monday May 10, 2010, at 6pm

Couns.   Gordon Moore (Chairman) 
Mrs Janet Maughan 

Peter Robinson 


Mrs Melanie McKechnie  

Mrs Josephine Spencer 

Graham Leigh-Browne 

David Smith


Brian Hollis 

Mrs Fiona Royce

Ex-officio: Wally Smith and Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present the Clerk Mike Elliott.

1. Apologies    There were none.
2. Declarations of Interest     There were none
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday March 15, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman.  
4. Chairman’s Announcements


The work in relation to the siting of the CCTV in the Police Contact Point had been completed. The equipment remains in the ownership of the council but under the control of the police.

The chairman said at the previous meeting the clerk was asked to investigate a number of points and it was confirmed that no payment is made by the Council for gas or electricity used at the bungalow at Rockley Avenue and no gas is used at the mess- room. Electricity consumed includes use of a heater in each of the two rooms.
It was noted that electricity for the mess-room is paid on a variable monthly debit basis, which at the time of making the arrangement gave a slightly better rate. Each month, usage is estimated by the supplier and every 3 months or so adjusted against a reading. Inevitably some months will be for greater amounts than others as the bills average out.
On the matter concerning the annual servicing of mowing equipment members were reminded that staff do most of the routine servicing and the six payments made for parts in January and February amounted to £420.48, the work having been undertaken during the bad weather and in readiness for use of the equipment in the Spring. As usual, there would be an annual servicing charge from John Ingram for the 2250 mower. 

It was confirmed that Mr Tony Highton would be asked to unveil the plaque to be erected in memory of Samuel Morley who had been awarded the VC for his part in the Indian Mutiny in 1858. The plaque would be erected on the brick wall in  the entrance foyer to Grange Hall and the ceremony would form part of the activities on the council’s Heroes Day.
5.           Clerk’s reports on matters and actions arising from previous minutes 
The Federation of Burial and Cremation Authorities and the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management are advising councils to await the matter being tested in the courts before the apparent provision under the new Provision of Services Regulations 2009 making it unlawful to charge non residents more than residents for space in a parish cemetery is put into operation.

Copies of the new Standing Orders issued by NALC and which the council had agreed to consider as part of an overall update on the council’s own Orders have now been received and the office will produce as soon as it can the suggested changes for the working group to consider.

6. Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes
No members of the public were present.
7. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for March 2010 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee.  Comment was made on the fact there had been trees purchased for the cemetery and the clerk was asked to ascertain what these were. The system of issuing cheques was discussed and the clerk was asked to check on why numbers of them did not run concurrently. 
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Further concerns were expressed in respect of the amount of expenditure for electricity at Rockley Park  and the clerk was asked to investigate the provision of a timer system to regulate when the heaters were used.
Comment was made on expenditure at the cemetery for levelling and grading work and concerns expressed at the level of the charge.  

8.
Annual Return for the financial year 2009-10

The accounts for the Year Ending March 31, 2010, were discussed in detail and the chairman said he was happy at the result being presented.  Work on the accounts was currently being finalised but the initial report from the internal auditor was that everything was in order.    The committee offered a vote of thanks to the chairman for his work on the council finances.

9.
Correspondence 


A letter was received from the Upper Saxondale Residents Association in regard to the possibility of future funding support from the council towards a play scheme being proposed.  The clerk said no actual application had been received from the organisation as yet. The history in regard to possible funding by the council towards a play scheme at Upper Saxondale was recalled, with members being reminded that some years previously the council had put aside a sum of £10,000 for this purpose in recognition that a Section 106 agreement involving David Wilson Homes and the development on the former Saxondale Hospital site had earned the council £200,000 towards the cost of building Grange Hall.  The £10,000 had not been expended and the money was no longer earmarked.


The chairman said that he understood the presently intended scheme would cost £40,000 and he was of the opinion the Residents Association hoped for a grant from the parish council in the region of £5,000. The meeting agreed in principle to support the Association but would require further and full information on what was planned.  It was agreed a meeting be held with representatives of the Association and Coun.  David Smith would attempt to obtain details of a date.

10.
Casual Vacancies

The committee were asked by the office to agree to formulise how the council should deal with any casual vacancies that occur if at the time no call is made for an election. It was agreed the matter be dealt with by the Working Party due to discuss revised Standing Orders.

11.
Health and Safety report   

There was nothing to report.

The chairman moved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of item 12 on the agenda on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960.

12.
Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel and Wages Review sub-Committee held on April 26 2010.


The sub-committee chairman Coun. Peter Robinson presented minutes from his committee and these were approved.  

13.
Date of next Meeting – The committee agreed that the next meeting be held on June 21 and that the council meeting should be moved to June 28.  An item to allow discussion on the council’s web site would be included on the committee agenda.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.25pm.

Signed:   Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date   …………………………………….
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