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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held in the Radcliffe Room, The Grange on 

Monday March 15, 2010, at 7pm

Couns.   Gordon Moore (Chairman) 
Mrs Janet Maughan (A)

Peter Robinson 


Mrs Melanie McKechnie  

Mrs Josephine Spencer 

Graham Leigh-Browne 

David Smith


Brian Hollis 

Fiona Royce

Ex-officio: Wally Smith and Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott. 

1. Apologies were received from Coun. Mrs Janet Maughan.
2. Declarations of Interest There were none.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday January 25, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4. Chairman’s Announcements
The chairman reported that the council had become the first parish council in Rushcliffe to be reaccredited as a Quality Council after originally being the first parish council in Nottinghamshire to gain the status which would last another four years. The certificate would be handed over to the council at the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday April 8 by Rushcliffe Borough Council member Coun. John Cranswick who was treasurer of the Nottinghamshire branch of the National Association of Local Councils.

5. Clerk’s reports on matters and actions arising from previous minutes 
Good progress had been made in relation to the siting of the CCTV in the Police Contact Point and work had begun earlier in the day to divert the underground cabling to the police building.

The office had been advised that the hoped funding from the Play Builder scheme for a proposed project at Valley Road had not materialised. The office was now looking at other funding possibilities.

The clerk said that no names had so far been put forward for the 2009 Civic Awards. Members put forward various names and these would be followed up.

Coun. David Smith said he was hoping to organise a meeting shortly in regard to the matter concerning the VC holder Samuel Morley.

6. Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes
No members of the public were present.
7. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for January 2010 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee. The clerk was asked to itemise the expenditure on mower parts, and to clearly state if any of the amounts concerned were for servicing the mowers. The amount of the accounts to British Gas for power at The Park was raised and the clerk was asked to obtain a breakdown and also to investigate why monthly bills were being received.
The clerk was asked to investigate the position on the need for payment of non-domestic rates on The Grange. 

8. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for February 2010 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee. The clerk was asked to investigate the position of rating on the Rockley Avenue property. The clerk was asked to investigate the position of the lease for the Police Contact Point after members queried a charge for an electrical inspection for the building.
9.
Burial Ground Fees

The clerk said it had come to the attention of the office that the Federation of Burial and Cremation Authorities and the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management have been aware for some weeks that under the Provision of Services Regulations 2009 involving differential burial and other "economic" services fees levied by all local authorities it seemed it was not legal to make differential charges for non–residents buried in a local cemetery. From April 1 the parish council would charge £350 for a burial and £170 for a grave for a local resident and double that charge for a non-resident. Councils were being recommended however until the matter was tested in the courts, or further advice based upon Counsel's opinion was issued by the Society of Local Council Clerks and NALC, they should not be panicked into believing they must immediately amend their burial fees and abandoned higher charges for non parishioners if that was their current policy.
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10.
Correspondence 

Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust wrote concerning the Harry Johnson Award 2010. Nominations were invited from organisations including parish councils for the best new building or restoration of a building within a Nottinghamshire village setting. The office suggested it might be suitable for the council to enter the scheme that had been carried out on The Grange and this was agreed.

A letter from Coun. Mrs Kay Cutts in regard to the video shop in which she said thanks to the work of John Maher (Senior Trading Standards Officer) and Notts Police the retailer as a commercial move had decided to stop selling alcohol and cigarettes with effect from the second week in April. Therefore the signage, which was offensive to some people, would be removed.

Notts County Council’s Local Improvement Scheme was to be launched and all parishes were to be offered either a notice board or a seat. It was agreed that the council ask for a notice board in the village centre to replace the existing one. 

11.
Training

As part of the ongoing policy under the Quality Council Scheme the council was required to have a policy on member and staff training, and members RESOLVED to adopt a policy paper as presented by the clerk and to investigate the matter of proceeding with acceptance of the Power of Well Being that was now available to a Quality Council with an accredited clerk.  

12. Standing Orders

The clerk reported that NALC had released a new set of ‘Standing Orders for Local Councils’, the definitive source of local (parish and town) council administration law. When the report arrived it was agreed a working party consisting of Couns. Gordon Moore, Graham Leigh-Browne, Wally Smith, Peter Robinson and Mrs Josephine Spencer should meet to discuss the matter.

13.
Health and Safety report

There was nothing reported.

14.
Date of next Meeting was confirmed for Monday May 10, 2010, with the Annual General Meeting of the council being held on the same evening. It was noted that the committee meeting would be held after the council meeting.
The clerk was asked to include on item on the website on the next agenda for the committee. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.14pm.

Signed:   Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date   …………………………………….
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