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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held in the Radcliffe Room, The Grange, on 

Monday June 21, 2010, at 7pm

Couns.   Gordon Moore (Chairman) 
Mrs Janet Maughan 

Peter Robinson 


Mrs Melanie McKechnie  

Mrs Josephine Spencer 

Graham Leigh-Browne 

David Smith


Brian Hollis 

Mrs Fiona Royce

Ex-officio: Wally Smith (A) and Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott.

1. Apologies were received from Coun. Wally Smith.
2. Declarations of Interest There were none.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday May 10, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4. Chairman’s Announcements
The meeting was told that the litter pick operative Craig Jackson had left the employment of the council. The office and the Personnel and Wages Review Subcommittee had dealt with the matter in a way that brought agreement on both sides and no redundancy had been involved. 

5. Clerk’s reports on matters and actions arising from previous minutes 
At the previous Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting members had asked for details of subscriptions paid by the council. The figures for the last financial year included £1,032 for NALC, £168 for the Society of Local Council Clerks, £130 for Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire, £29 for CPRE and £25 for NAVACH.   

6. Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes
There were no members of the public present.
7. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for April 2010 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee. Comment was made on the amount of expenditure on hiring equipment for grounds work. The Amenities Committee would look at the need or otherwise for training to be given to operatives concerned. The clerk was asked to clarify expenditure in the month for the bar. The account for a replacement radiator at 19 Rockley Avenue was raised along with the use for a barrel of gasoil that had been purchased. Continuing concerns were expressed at the high level of electricity accounts for Rockley Memorial Park. The chairman asked for the £600 allocated for the expenses of the council chairman to continue to be shown separately and that the budget allocation for grants to be returned to a full figure of £6,000.
8. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for May 2010 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee. The clerk was to report back on the expenditure for 19 Rockley Avenue in connection with the rewiring and other work that had been carried out. The Amenities Committee chairman was to be given access to invoices for the work concerned. The need or otherwise for the council to maintain a use for the property at 19 Rockley Avenue was raised and the chairman said members needed to be aware of the expenditure that the council was experiencing in regard to both that property and at the Wharf Lane pavilion. The need for a new circuit breaker at Grange Hall having been fitted was to be queried with the contractor. 
9. Annual Return for the financial year 2009/2010  

The accounts for the Year Ending March 31, 2010, were presented and approved. Members were told they had been through a thorough and effective internal audit process and there were no adverse comments to be brought to the attention of the council. The financial report included the risk assessment review that had been carried out and again accepted by the committee.

10.
VAT Recovery – Grange Refurbishment

Following recent communications from the VAT office, the claim for VAT recovery on work carried out at The Grange had been forwarded to Referrals Unit. A response was still awaited and the considered view was that at this time there was no current contingent liability to be provided in the annual accounts for 2009/2010. The chairman said that they could do nothing until the VAT office made its decision but he hoped the council would challenge it if it ruled against the council.
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11.
Grant Application

Radcliffe on Trent Swimming Pool Association had submitted a grant application, advising the council of the need to refurbish the male and female changing rooms, the entrance lobby and the viewing area. It was also necessary to construct a separate disabled changing area and to convert the current basket room into a training room and meeting room. The total cost of the scheme would be around £84,000 and the club would have to fund over £34,500 of that figure. In addition some immediate work to replace the roof of the changing rooms and entrance lobby has to be carried out and that would cost £15,000. The club was also in need of new equipment for the refurbished building. The committee approved a grant of £1,000 being made, on a recommendation from Coun. Peter Robinson and seconded by Coun. Gordon Moore.

An application was received from Radcliffe on Trent Dayncourt School, seeking assistance towards the World Challenge event to Brazil in 2011 and in which some 14 students would be taking part, but this was not supported. 

Members were advised that the office had received an email from the Residents Association at Upper Saxondale advising it is progressing with the play park plans and would be ready shortly to submit a funding application.   

12.
Council Website

The office had investigated the website at Ruddington Parish Council and had found that it cost £1,000 to set up. The meeting agreed that the clerk should submit a paper prepared by Couns. Mrs Josephine Spencer and Mrs Melanie McKechnie to contractors who might be able to progress a new design for the site. Mr Jon Jones who had designed the existing one was to be included in those being approached. The clerk was also asked to approach Rushcliffe Borough Council for suggestions as to how the site should be developed.

13.
Asbestos checks

It had been brought to the attention of the office that as a Local Authority the council was required by law to have asbestos checks taken on all buildings it owns. The office said to the best of its knowledge no such checks had ever been taken on the sports pavilion or 19 Rockley Avenue and so checks had been put into operation. The work had not been budgeted for but should total less than £1,000. In regard to the pavilion the result of the check revealed that whilst there was some asbestos in the building it would not affect the work planned for electrical and replastering work. 

14.
Correspondence 

A letter was received from Notts County Council seeking comments on a Severe Winter Weather survey it was carrying out. The clerk was asked to respond and suggest that additional grit bins be provided and that they be kept supplied with grit at all times. 

The clerk pointed out the possible difficulties with the hanging baskets erected on to lamp posts in the village and said the council might have to remove them if the County Council ruled any particular standard was not safe. He said the cost for repairing the standards would be high. If the council did feel it could not meet the costs involved the clerk should write a strong letter of objection to Coun. Mrs Kay Cutts at the County Council.

15.
Health and Safety report

There had been no incident to report since the last meeting.

16.
Date of next Meeting was confirmed for August 16.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Signed:   Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date   …………………………………….
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