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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held in the Radcliffe Room, The Grange on Monday January 25, 2010, at 7.00pm

Couns.   Gordon Moore (Chairman) 
Mrs Janet Maughan 

Peter Robinson 


Mrs Melanie McKechnie  

Mrs Josephine Spencer 

Graham Leigh-Browne 

David Smith


Brian Hollis 

Fiona Royce

Ex-officio: Wally Smith and Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott and three residents.

1. Apologies There were none.

2. Declarations of Interest There were none.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday November 30, 2009, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman. 
4. Chairman’s Announcements
Members were advised by the chairman that the Amenities Committee were proposing to purchase a substantial mowing machine to support the maintenance work of the cemetery for the summer of 2010. The foreman, Aidan Herrett, had researched the type of machine most suitable and that could also be used elsewhere on Cliff Top, Valley Road, The Grange and Wharf Lane. 
He had recommended the purchase of a ride-on front deck rotary mower such as the Toro 3280 Groundsmaster. These machines retail at £19,750 + VAT. As this was an unbudgeted amount, enquiries were then made to source a used version.
On the internet, ex-demo models were for sale in Europe and the prices varied from £15,741 to £6,156. None could be sourced in the UK other than one at P S Marsden Ltd of Nottingham who deal with Toro and they had one available for a price of £6,500, which had had a new deck fitted and was in good condition. A road kit would be necessary at a cost of £500, which could be fitted without labour cost.
In terms of paying for it, the office was recommending it should be accounted for as a capital item, depreciating it over 4 years – starting 2009/2010.

Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer, chairman of the Amenities Committee, said they supported the purchase of the machine but wanted to emphasise it would need to be used on all the council sites. It was RESOLVED unanimously to purchase the machine as proposed.

5. Clerk’s reports on matters and actions arising from previous minutes 
A meeting had been held with the Probation Community Payback Service in regard to a proposal to use offenders to carry out work in the parish and the committee accepted the proposal.

Progress was being made in relation to the CCTV situation and one of the camera points that had been out of order has now been brought back into use. An on-site meeting has been arranged with the police.  

The funding meeting, under the control of Notts County Council, in respect of the Playbuilder scheme under which the council had made an application for funds for a proposed scheme at Valley Road was due to be held on January 15 but had been postponed by the County Council.  

The clerk reported a transitional arrangement for the non-domestic rates due on the cemetery had now ended and this meant the council having to meet the whole of the £533 account.

6. Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes
Standing Orders were suspended at 7.15pm.

The chairman welcomed three representatives from RoTSA – Mr Ian Wroughton, Mr Mick Brown and Mr Andrew Royce. 

They outlined the workings of RoTSA and its sister organisation, a limited liability company 4Recreation Ltd who were responsible for the day to day running of the Bingham Road sports field.  

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.52pm.

7. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for November 2009 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee. The clerk was asked to provide a break down of expenditure on various tools and supplies amounting to £900 from Bingham Handicentre and Screwfix.
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8. Income/expenditure figures and Cheques for December 2009 were discussed and it was RESOLVED they be accepted and approved by the committee.
9.
Grant Applications

Radcliffe on Trent Sports Association funding application: Members received information before them provided by the Association and after discussion Coun. Brian Hollis proposed and Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer seconded and it was RESOLVED to make a grant of £2,500 to them.

Project Trust, Isle of Coll, Argyll, made a request on behalf of Frances Walker, of 14 Wakefield Avenue, Radcliffe for funding for volunteering work in Thailand. The committee declined to approve a grant.

10.
Correspondence There was none.

11.
Health and Safety report There had been no incidents reported.

12.
VC Sam Morley Memorial
The committee discussed what form the memorial for Mr Morley who was born in Radcliffe and who was awarded the VC for gallantry in 1858 in India should take. It was agreed that the Working Party should consider the matter and seek to progress their decision. Suggestions were made for a plaque to be placed either in the parish church or in Grange Hall. The concert organised by the council raised £200. Comment was made on other efforts in the village being made to raise money and it was felt there could be a surplus of funds.

13.
Date of next Meeting was confirmed for Monday March 15, 2010.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Signed:   Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date   …………………………………….
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