MINUTES OF A PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN GRANGE HALL, MONDAY NOVEMBER 28, 2011, TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF A PARISH PLAN

The chairman Coun. Rod Brears, welcomed over 140 people to the meeting and said he was delighted to see so many present.

The meeting has been called to gain public views on the possibility of a Parish Plan for the village and the chairman said from the attendance it was quite clear there was a lot of interest.

He said some 30 years ago the parish council did produce a kind of village plan but in those days they did not contain the same kind of information as was required today, although many of the subjects were the same.

Coun. Brears said they were pleased to have Jenny Kirkwood, the Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN) Rural Officers Team Leader, present to talk to them on the question of a parish plan. 

The chairman said the parish council would be happy to be involved whatever was agreed but it would not wish to take a leading role and in fact the advice from RCAN was that it should not take such a role.

The visiting speaker said she too was delighted at the turnout of people and said it was the best attendance she had seen at any of the meetings she had attended.

She explained that a parish plan was intended to last for ten years once it had been produced. The first step would be to appoint a Steering Group and then for them to organise the questionnaire that needs to be delivered to every household. She said some funding will be necessary and the Borough and Parish councils could be approached.   

The meeting was told by Mrs Kirkwood that it should be expected the initial work on producing the plan could take two years.

She said the data contained in the questionnaire papers could eventually be stored in the village library where users of the premises could see it. The speaker said she would attend all meetings of the Steering Group.

Mrs Kirkwood said there would be a need to appoint sub groups but felt these were better to operate after the publication of the plan.

The chairman said the council would be happy to facilitate the first meeting and asked for those present willing to continue to be involved to ensure they left their name and full details so the office could contact them. It was likely the first meeting would be held soon after Christmas.

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.

