 Page 349/10
Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council

Planning and Environment Committee meeting held in the Radcliffe Room, The Grange on Monday March 22, 2010, at 7.00pm






Coun. Rod Brears (Chairman) 




Coun. Mrs Sarah Bailey (A)

Coun. Philip Adams (A)


Coun. Graham Leigh-Browne 

Coun. Mrs Melanie McKechnie (A)




Coun. Mrs Josephine Spencer 

Coun. Mrs Fiona Royce


Coun. Wally Smith 


Coun. Mrs Georgia Moore 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott. 

1.
Apologies were received from Couns. Philip Adams, Mrs Sarah Bailey and Mrs Melanie McKechnie.
2.
Declarations of Interest There were none.
3.
Minutes of the meeting held on February 22, 2010, were accepted as circulated and signed by the chairman.
4.
Chairman’s Announcements
Notts County Council had advised the council of plans by Newton Energy UK Ltd to drill and test and produce two exploration boreholes for the purpose of extraction of petroleum on land adjacent to the A52 road north of the road between Oatfield Lane to the east of the private road extending across the A52 from Saxondale Road. No further information had been received, the office having only seen the information in the Planning and Landscape Briefing published by the County Council. Concerns were expressed that direct notification had not been received from Notts County Council and the clerk was asked to write to them to express the feelings of the committee.
5.
Clerk’s Report on previous minutes 
Notts County Council was carrying out a survey of roads in the area including Radcliffe with a view to imposing weight restriction orders. The clerk pointed out that such an order would not of course mean an end to heavy goods lorries that have a right to enter the area in the course of their business.
A site meeting had been held on Bingham Road outside the Infant School in regard to the problem of traffic congestion at school opening and closing times. A Notts County Council officer would report to the parish council in due course on any possible action. The officer concerned however had now been moved on and the clerk was therefore not sure what would happen to the expected report. Coun. Mrs Spencer, who had attended the meeting, said she had taken a traffic count and in a 35 minute period there had been 200 traffic movements at the spot outside the school. Coun. Smith said he had received a complaint in regard to excessive parking on Bingham Road, Eastwood Road and Cropwell Road and said he understood some of this was due to parents going to the Dayncourt Playscheme. It had been suggested that a Residents Permit parking system be introduced for Eastwood Road. The clerk was asked to write to the County Council’s Highways Department with a copy to Coun. Mrs Kay Cutts and to the heads of each school pointing out the problems that existed at school times. Coun. Mrs Spencer said she felt the only answer was provision of a pedestrian crossing.
Progress was being made with the Green Day event and the office had obtained material that would be useful in the making of arrangements. The clerk had been in contact with Mr Nigel Hamshere, the Greening Campaign Co-ordinator for Nottinghamshire, and he was willing to meet a group of councillors to discuss plans. There was cash available for a sustained campaign but not for a one day event. The clerk was asked to progress the matter and it was suggested a launch event be organised in September or October.
Coun. Leigh-Browne had attended the Notts County Council Emergency Planning Seminar at Ollerton on March 13 and gave a brief report. He said he awaited an official report from the County Council on the event. It had been originally planned to hold the event over two weekends but the second one had been cancelled.
6.
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes
There were no members of the public present.

7.
Recent R.B.C. Decisions
A list of the recent Rushcliffe Borough Council decisions was presented to the meeting and accepted.
8.
Planning Applications
A number of planning applications were reviewed, as outlined on the annex page at the end of the minutes.
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The chairman spoke on the question of Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Core Strategy public consultation. Coun. Wally Smith presented a report, which members agreed should be presented to the full Council as a recommendation to be forwarded to the Borough Council, reading as follows:

Question – What are our priorities?     Answer – To protect the ‘Green Belt’.

The Green Belt has been a key factor in local planning within Rushcliffe since the authority’s inception, and has served the council well in managing development in that area in a sustainable manner.

In order to ensure that Rushcliffe Borough Council continues to be able to manage future development in the Borough, it should reaffirm its commitment to defend the principles of the Green Belt, and the protection it affords. 

Rushcliffe Borough Council should make the strongest possible representations to all the necessary bodies to ensure that a Green Belt is retained within Rushcliffe, and include it within the emerging Local Development Framework (LDF) provisions, which will endeavour to secure the continuing protection of the existing Green Belt. 

Rushcliffe Borough Council, together with all the town and parish councils, should reject all the long-term (15-20 years) housing targets made by unelected Regional Government bodies. There should be no open chequebook to large developers, which would remove the future democratic rights of elected members to determine, where, and how many, houses should be built, on the true basis of need. 

9.
Applications subsequently received 
Three further planning applications were received, as outlined on the annex page at the end of the minutes.
10.
Correspondence
The clerk presented a letter he had written to Rushcliffe Borough Council in regard to development contributions and a copy of the Borough Council reply in which it said the matter was part of the overall Local Development Framework strategy consultations currently in progress.  
The clerk reported that various letters had been received in regard to proposed possible development of housing on land adjacent to the RSPCA kennels and said they were purely being acknowledged with a message to say if an application was made for such a development they would be considered at that time.

The clerk reported that various letters had been received in regard to possible closure of the Health Centre Pharmacy and he had spoken to the manager at the centre who said the matter was in the hand of their legal advisors.

Notts County Council’s Highways Department had emailed the council in regard to two sets of sign posts erected at the junction of The Green and Main Road and said it was trying to ascertain the reason for them.

Michael Bedford of 27 Johns Road, wrote expressing concern at the lack of cycling facilities on the A52 between The Harlequin and the RSPCA junction and it was agreed to raise it as an agenda item at the next meeting.

11.
Anti litter day

The committee agreed it should organise another litter pick day similar to the one in 2009 and that this should take place in July. 

12. Date of next Meeting was confirmed for Monday April 26, 2010.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.56pm.

Signed: Chairman   ………………………………………………
Date     …………………………………….
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