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Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish Council 

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting, held in the Radcliffe Room 
at The Grange, on Monday 09 March 2020 at 7pm 

 
Cllr Alice Tomlinson(Chair) (A) Cllr Gillian Dunn Cllr Tracy James  
Cllr Abby Brennan   
Cllr Maggie Clamp   

Cllr Diane Farthing   
Cllr Lorraine Foster  

Cllr Anne Mcleod 
Cllr Sonal Modhvadia 

Cllr Harry Curtis 
 

Cllr David Graham 
 
 

Cllr Alan R Harvey (A) 
Cllr Alan Rybacki (A) 
 

   
   

Cllr Josephine Spencer (PC Chairman)  Cllr Sue Clegg (PC Vice Chairman)  
 
Also present Jacki Grice (Parish Clerk), Lisa Simpson (Hall Manager), RBC Cllr Upton and three members 
of the public.  

  
1. To Elect a Chair for the Meeting 

In the absence of the Amenities Chair Cllr Tomlinson, it was 
Resolved “That the P.C Chair Cllr Jo Spencer Chair’s tonight’s meeting.” 
 

2. Apologies 
Cllr Tomlinson, Cllr Harvey and Cllr Rybacki – Approved.  

 
3. To Elect a Vice Chair 

Due to the resignation of Cllr Barbara Deavin, the Amenities Vice Chair position is vacant, it was 
Resolved “That Cllr Maggie Clamp is duly elected as the Amenities Vice Chair” 

 
4. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

5. Chairman’s Announcements 
The Radcliffe Room will not be available for the Cllrs Coffee morning this Friday 13 March, the Office in 
Grange Hall will be available for use instead. 

 
Open Session for members of the public to raise relevant matters, limited to 15 minutes 

6. Standing Orders were suspended at 7.03pm: 
 
A representative of Radventures provided members with a full report on the organisation to  
date including its successful promotion of various entertainment acts during its 16 years of running with 
the Live and Local Scheme (formerly Village Venturers).  
The Live and Local scheme itself is thriving but the membership of Radventures who organise the 
programme of events is dwindling. The proposal is for the Parish Council to undertake dealing with Live 
and Local direct for the continued benefit to residents and financially for Grange Hall.  
A usual season consists of 3 acts per year and the time needed to facilitate the events was 
summarised. 
 
The Chair of the Radcliffe Conservation Group provided a brief update to members on recent activities 
and advised that the Litter Pick event at the Lily Ponds was cancelled on health and safety grounds due 
to high river levels. This has now been rescheduled for Sunday 5th April  

            
7. Standing Orders were reinstated at 7.13pm      

 
8. Minutes of the previous meetings held on 27 January and Extraordinary 10 February 2020 for 

approval 
Resolved: “That both sets of the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.” 
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Clerk’s Report on items arising from these minutes 

9. M3. The Open Gardens Event organised by the Nottinghamshire Hospice will take place on 14 June, they 
have been advertising throughout the village. 

10. M12.The new Water Dispenser is in place, the old one has yet to be picked up by the previous supplier, 
a deadline date will be set for this. 

11. M19. The quotes for the repainting of the Valley Road play area will progress when the office is fully 
staffed again. 

12. M20. The orders have been placed for the new and replacement play equipment at the Grange and 
Wharf Lane. 

13. M21. The Yew tree has been felled adjacent to the Boules Court in Grange Grounds. 
14. M23. Radcliffe Olympic and the Skatepark Committee have been asked to provide the text and images 

for the new History Board funded via the RBC Councillors. When this information is received a proof can 
be organised prior to placing the order. 

15. M25.Listed building planning permission has to be obtained before the repair works can be completed 
on the Water Trough/Fountain. 

16. M26. The Growth Board Working Group met recently to consider Public Realm in the Village. 
Recommendations will be put to Full Council. 

17. M27.The lamp post poppies have been received for the various commemorations happening this year. 
 
Grange and Grange Hall 

18. Hall Manager Report 

 The wooden posts along the Grange driveway are constantly being knocked down, four have 
needed to be replaced in the past few months. Various suggestions were raised, the item 
would be put on the next Agenda for full consideration 

 Positive customer feedback had been received from a very happy customer for a recent 
Jewish event. 

 
19. Events 2020 & Notes of Meeting Held 25/02    

Various events have needed to be cancelled due to lack of volunteers. However the cinema continues 
to do well and limited volunteers are needed for these events, so the Hall Manager may put on extra 
‘selective’ showings if the demand is there. 
Cllr Mcleod advised that there may be members of the U3A who are willing to help out at events, she 
would liaise further with the Hall Manager. 
 

20. Events Financial Forecast Analysis April 2019 – February 2020 
Another excellent year for the Parish Council events resulting in a forecasted year end net figure of plus 
£3,941 against a budget of minus (-£169). The events including the cinema are very much supported by 
the community of Radcliffe and volunteers to man the events are essential to the continued success.  
 

21. Grange and Grange Hall Pricing Chart Review   
The Grange and Grange Hall bookings are doing really well. It was  
Resolved “Not to introduce any changes to the Grange and Hall pricing chart for 2020” 
 

22. Radventures/Live and Local Proposal 
Members deliberated over the benefits of undertaking a direct relationship with Live and Local and the 
practicalities of implementing the scheme.  
Realistically the newly formed Events Committee has itself struggled to establish a strongly committed 
group of people to drive events forward. At the last Working Group meeting events have already been 
cancelled due to a lack of volunteers and the Office cannot take on any more workload without support. 
The volunteer attendance at a Live and Local event would need to be 4-6 people minimum and the staff 
would need a firm commitment that this can be achieved.  
Cllr Clegg advised that the Parish Council cannot be a receptacle for all voluntary groups that no longer 
operate, it simply does not have the capacity or resources to do so.  
Cllr Mcleod believes that there is an ‘up swell’ of recent retirees in the village that are looking to get 
involved in village voluntary work.  
Cllr James suggested that a lot of village groups are formed via social networks and joining established  
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groups can be difficult. Most groups have mature members and attracting younger members is not 
always easy.  
The amount of time needed when organising events should not be under estimated. 
The proposal of joining Live and Local was put to the vote and it was 
Resolved “That the Parish Council do not undertake joining the Live and Local Scheme due to lack of 
resource.” 
The Parish Council would support aiding Radventures by attracting new members by signposting 
interested individuals.  
 

23. Resident Caretaker Vacancy - Update   
The current Resident Caretaker leaves on 15 March. Interviews are being conducted on 13 and 16 
March. 
 

24. Grange Hall and Amenities Financial Forecast April 2019 – February 2020 
The Grange and Hall income is currently up by over £20,000 against budget for the year which is a 
fantastic achievement by the Hall Manager. Thanks go to her and the team for facilitating an excellent 
year of bookings.  
Taking into account the recently allocated net budget expenditure on play equipment and Cemetery 
designated reserve funds the current anticipated net budget result at year end is £22,000 to go into 
general reserve (including F&GP Committee). 
 

25. Cemetery T&C’s and Fees Review 
It has been a particularly busy year for the Cemetery. The Office do not recommend any amendments 
to the terms and conditions. The only recommended changes to the fees are the increases in the grave 
digger charges to £340 for earthen graves and £80 for cremated remains, these costs are passed on to 
the customer. It was 
Resolved “Not to introduce any changes to the Terms and Conditions and to implement the grave 
digger charge increases only for 2020.” 

  
26. Skate Park Launch Event: Costs Approval   

The Skate Park Committee has drawn up an estimate of costs of £1,500 for the launch event on 18 April  
including St Johns Ambulance, Insurance, PA System, Portaloos, Prizes for the competitions and 
sundry items.  
It was noted that the criteria of all the major funders was to hold a launch event to enable them to be 
widely promoted. After the launch costs the remaining contingency balance would be approx. £2,115. 
 
It was noted that the lighting scheme was being refurbished with LED’s as part of the project and an 
unmetered electricity supply would very likely be implemented. The ongoing costs of lighting the 
Skatepark is yet to be determined based on wattage and timed usage. The SP Committee continues to 
undertake their own fundraising and this is something that would require discussion with them in the 
coming weeks.  
It was Resolved “To approve a launch event budget up to £1,500 contribution from the Parish Council 
Skatepark Project funds.” 
 

27. Rockley Park (The Bungalow) Update  
The bungalow is still being advertised on Rightmove for letting. Due to anti social behaviour at the 
Memorial Park that occurred in January an interested family has decided to withdraw their interest.  

  
Radcliffe Olympic 

28. Advertising Banners 
Radcliffe Olympic confirmed that the banners would only be displayed during matches and then stored 
away in the Pavilion. Storage is not an issue as they are very thin boards. 
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29. Report from the Football Liaison Working Group re: Pavilion Lease 
The current lease with Radcliffe Olympic expires end of March. The Working Group met with 
representatives of the Club and agreed that a new lease be drawn up with the following main terms 
included. 

 Period of 3 years 

 Fixed rental of £400 p/a for the duration 

 Football Club to arrange their own insurance for public liability, contents and floodlights 

 The adjacent garage is not included in the formal lease. The use of it by the Football Club is 
currently an informal arrangement.  

 Councils Solicitors are currently drafting the new lease. 
 

30. Collapsed Culvert 
The storm drain appears to have collapsed on the football pitch producing a large dip in the grass. 
Severn Trent Water have been notified but advise that it is N.C.C responsibility. N.C.C have previously 
advised that it is Severn Trent. The Clerk therefore continues to liaise between the two organisations to 
gain clarity on who is responsible so that repair work can be undertaken.  

 
31. Leisure Working Group Update 

Draft basic internal plans have been drawn up for a proposed Leisure Hub at Wharf Lane, the next 
stage would be to further engage with the community to obtain views and evidence of need for potential 
funding. A Facebook page with a survey was thought a good way to engage and also raise it at the 
forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting. It was noted that ROTSA are no further forward with the Redhill 
Academy Trust with regards the new lease on the table for the Bingham Road playing fields with a 2 
year break clause in it (this means that outside funders would not entertain grant funding the provision 
under those terms). The future of Leisure facilities in the village is fragile.  
The working group wish to launch the Facebook page on 22 March, however the Press and Publicity 
Working Group have yet to meet to formulate the social media policy. With this in mind Cllr Graham 
would attend the next Press and Publicity Working Group meeting on 18 March with proposals. 

 
Radcliffe Conservation Group 

32. Lily Ponds and Dewberry Hill 5 Year Management Plans: To Consider and Adopt 
Thanks given to Phil Taylor of the Radcliffe Conservation Group for his extensive work reviewing the 
documents and preparing them for the next five year management plans. It was 
Resolved “To adopt the Lily Ponds and Dewberry Hill Management Plans for the period 2020-2024 
 

33. Work Sessions Update 
Members were provided with a summary of recent works including the monthly clearance sessions, tree 
planting (RBC scheme), storm damage, litter picking and a up and coming guided walk. 
It was noted that the litter was particularly bad after the storms and the plastic bottles in particular was 
abundant.  
Cllr Foster suggested that residents who carry out adhoc litter picks make arrangements with the Clerk 
for collection of the bags from Cliff Top/Memorial Park. 
 
Correspondence 

34. Angling Society: Rental Review 
The Society has been struggling due to the reluctance of members to use the Lily Ponds area due to 
access problems amongst other things.  They have asked for a reduction in the annual agreement fee 
for the fishing rights. The Clerk advised that the current agreement ends in 2025 and is a fixed fee of 
£100 p/a. 

35. Standing Orders were suspended at 8.03pm to enable the Chair of the Angling Society to speak 
He advised that the day tickets were priced at £3, but due to the location of the Lily Ponds it was 
extremely difficult to baliff and members were using the area less and less due to access. 

36. Standing Orders resumed 
37. It was noted that the Society has carried out extensive grounds maintenance in the Lily Ponds area on a 

voluntary basis. It was 
Resolved “To reduce the annual fees to £10 for the duration of the existing agreement.” 
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38. Methodist Church: 40th Anniversary Visit from Christuskirche 
The Methodist Church advised that they have had links with the town of Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, 
Germany for 40 years and will be hosting for a small visiting group in April. 
The Parish Council were asked to arrange a welcome for the group in the afternoon of Thursday 9th 
April upon their arrival. It was 
Resolved “To organise a welcome and refreshments funded via the Chairman’s Allowance, the Hall 
Manager to confirm room availability.” The Clerk will respond accordingly. 
 

39. Letter from Resident 
A local resident expressed her disappointment on Councils decision to fell the Yew Tree in the Grange 
Grounds adjacent to the Boules Court. The Chairman was sorry that the resident felt aggrieved but 
stated it was the right decision to let the light in, open up the area and help nearby trees flourish. 
 
Councillors’ Reports     

40. The Chair advised that people are still being affected by the recent flooding and houses are still damp 
and proving to be un-habitable in some instances. Some residents of Clumber Drive, Queens Road and 
Addington Court appear to have suffered due to the blocking of the Syke Drain on the Shelford Road 
development site. Responsibility needs to be undertaken quickly to help these residents. Cllr Brennan 
advised that a letter to residents is expected to be received shortly from the County Council. The Clerk 
shall write to N.C.C. Cllr Kay Cutts seeking clarity and information on what is being done to help. 
The village Jeffery Dole charity can also be approached by residents for financial support. 
 

41. Cllr Graham would like to thank Cllr Rybacki for his recent endeavours with trying to get the Play 
Equipment at Wharf Lane repaired rather than replaced. Although his efforts did not come to fruition due 
to the unsuitability of the existing frame to modify for repairs, the time taken to find out was appreciated.  

 
42. Cllr Mcleod is looking into options for wildlife friendly annual/perennial planting. An item to propose on a 

future Agenda. 
 

43. Cllr Clegg advised that the Community Plan Steering Group met up recently to review the document. 
The Parish Council also has representation on this Group. 
 

44. Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 20 April 2020. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.23pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signed: Chairman   …………………………………………...……Date …………………………… 


